
Know how. 
Know now.

Extension is much 
broader and deeper than 

most Nebraskans imagine. 
From border to border in 

Nebraska, UNL Extension 
is making an incredible 

impact on the success of 
our state — its youth, its 

families, its farms and 
ranches, its communities, 

its economy.

Extension is committed to 
helping Nebraskans know 

how — and know now.

www.extension.unl.edu
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Why extension is an important resource for 
all Nebraskans:
The difference between knowledge and “know how” Extension provides more 
than just information or knowledge. The goal of extension is to help Nebraskans transform 
knowledge into “know how”—having the confidence, skill and understanding to make better  
decisions about their businesses, their communities, their families and their personal lives.

Unbiased, research-based information Extension is not interested in making a sale or 
promoting a product.  Extension’s interest lies in helping Nebraskans gain valuable know-how 
and make important, fact-based decisions for their businesses, families and communities.  

Rapid distribution of new research This is the “Know Now” part of extension. When new 
discoveries or new information become available through university research, this information  
is made available to the network of extension educators and specialists across the state—so  
they, in turn, can share it with Nebraskans who can use it.

Driven by what Nebraskans need Extension research and information is based in
great part on issues, challenges and opportunities identified by Nebraskans themselves.  
Many valuable and critical extension programs have been created in response to the  
grassroots needs communicated by Nebraskans through County Extension Boards and  
other advisory committees. 

Cooperative funding ensures local relevance and impact Funding for extension is 
shared by Nebraska counties, state government and federal programs and grants. Extension 
works closely with County Extension Boards to ensure that local-level needs are being met. 
	
A 15-to-1 return on investment An independent study found the university’s  Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources (IANR), of which extension is an integral part, provides at 
least a 15-to-1 return on the state tax dollars Nebraska invests in it.



Crop & Livestock Production and Stewardship 
Farmers and ranchers across the state count on extension 
research and education to grow crops with less water, increase 
productivity, improve herd health, recycle distillers grains, 
manures and other by-products, manage rangeland and other 
natural resources and strengthen their bottom line.  

Youth Development  4-H is about more than you might 
imagine: Science and engineering.  Healthy lifestyles. Career 
development. Citizenship and personal responsibility.  On top 
of that, other extension programs are developing young entre-
preneurs, creating the next generation of leaders and helping 
identify and support at-risk children.

Water Research & Management  The University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln is a worldwide leader in water research and 
information—and extension is the resource through which it  
all flows. Extension expertise is wide ranging—from detailed  
groundwater flow models to watershed protection, from  
drinking water to storm runoff and erosion. 

Entrepreneurship Extension programs are helping nurture 
entrepreneurship and local business, improving tourism and 
economic development and assimilating new populations into 
rural communities.

Home, Lawn & Garden Whether you’re tending an acreage, 
creating a rain garden to reduce storm water pollution, or 
installing a septic system, extension expertise can help you do 
it better. Extension also helps Nebraskans know how to protect 
their families from lead poisoning, manage yard waste to  
protect watersheds and understand and implement other  
ways to improve the value of their property and the quality  
of their lives.

Health & Nutrition Extension helps Nebraskans know how to 
buy nutritious packaged foods, manage childhood obesity, save 
money on groceries and handle and store food safely.
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UNL Extension is advancing Nebraska’s “know how” in many ways:

•	 Extension has 83 offices across Nebraska serving all 93  
	 counties in the state. 

•	 Nebraska has one of the highest per capita enrollments in  
	 4-H in the nation. Some 135,000 Nebraska youth—one out of 
	 three age-eligible—are involved in 4-H programs offered 
	 through extension.

•	 More than 70 percent of participants in extension’s EDGE  
	 program (Enhancing, Developing and Growing  
	 Entrepreneurs) increased their business volume since  
	 participating in EDGE—and 33 percent added employees.

•	 According to producer participants in extension’s Republican  
	 River Basin demonstration project, extension education  
	 helped them save at least two inches of irrigation water per 
	 acre in 2007. That equates to additional per-acre savings of 
	 2.5 gallons of diesel fuel and 55 pounds of reduced 
	 CO2 emissions.

•	 More than 12,000 Nebraska food-service employees have 
	 learned safe food-handling procedures through extension’s  
	 ServSafe program since 1994.

•	 In 2008, extension helped educate 1,083 Nebraska care-givers,  
	 beneficiaries and/or family members about the new Medicare  
	 Prescription Drug Program or Medicare Part D.  Extension  
	 enrolled 494 Nebraska beneficiaries, conservatively saving 
	 them an estimated $267,000.

•	 In 2007 extension’s Crop Management and Diagnostic 
	 Clinics drew around 800 participants who influence or 
	 manage nearly 7.2 million acres. Participants valued knowl 
	 edge gained at the clinics at an average of $8.64 per acre, or a  
	 total of over $65.2 million based on acreage involved. 

•	 Extension’s Parents Forever and Kids Talk About Divorce  
	 programs are state-approved for the guidelines of the 2008  
	 Parenting Act.  Since 1999, approximately 3,250 parents have 
	 participated in Parents Forever, while Kids Talk About 
	 Divorce has reached around 900 children. Using the class  
	 model, an average of $500-$1,000 per family may be saved in  
	 attorney fees, court costs, and juvenile and mediation services.   

•	 Extension’s Livestock Producer Environmental Assistance  
	 Project promotes minimizing environmental impacts of 
	 livestock manure. The program helps small livestock 
	 producers develop vegetative treatment systems for  
	 environmental sustainability and economic viability.   

•	 Since 2001, extension has offered distance education on 
	 diabetes through the Control Diabetes for Life program. 
	 The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  
	 calculates diabetes education to value $900 savings per 
	 person per year. 
	  
 

Some surprising facts about extension in Nebraska:


